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EARLY JEWISH SETTLERS AND THE REGIONAL CATTLE TRADE

In the “Wild West’ conditions of cattle trading in Northern Rhodesia in the early
Twentieth Century, Jewish traders set up long-distance cattle trails, at first going
south to Bulawayo, and then from 1907 north to the emerging markets around
recently opened copper mines in the Katanga (now Shaba) province of the
Congo (now the Democratic Republic of Congo). For fifty years, from 1906,
cattle were trekked across the Kalahari from Ngamiland and swum across the
Zambezi at Kazungula. Cattle drivers also trekked cattle to the Angola diamond
fields and even to the mines in Johannesburg, South Africa.

Elie and Harry Susman realised that they could profitably drive cattle from
Barotseland over 600 miles southwards to markets in Bulawayo, Southern
Rhodesia and Francistown in Bechuanaland (now Botswana). They received
financial backing from Jewish wholesalers in Bulawayo and Port Elizabeth, who
in turn were funded by banks and merchants in London.
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THE BAROTSELAND TRADING EXPEDITION

‘In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.’

Albert Einstein

The Susman brothers embarked on the first of what became
known as the Barotseland Trading Expeditions in April
1901. Their destination was Lealui on the Zambezi flood
plain and their objective was to meet with King Lewanika
of Barotseland in order to seek his permission to trade in
the area. The venture was a success enabling a second trade
expedition to follow.

The brothers became farmers and ranchers and also expanded
into the butchery business. Their first farms and ranches held
cattle stocks in Southern Rhodesia and later in Northern
Rhodesia, raising cattle for the Congo market. The Susmans
also bought farms and ranches around Mazabuka and other
districts in Kalomo and Zimba in Zambia’s southern province.
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